
Town and Country Garden club minutes , May 19, 2021 
 
  The May Meeting of the Town and Country Garden club was brought to order at 4:30 
PM by our president, Ann Baker. 
      This meeting was held at the Saddlebrook Lake Lodge in Grayslake. Hostesses for 
the meeting were Peg Samuelson and Anne Stranberg. Co-hostesses where Julie 
Eberspacher and Mary Gay Kay.  ( Barb Grollo was also a co-hostess, but unfortunately 
broke her arm and was unable to attend.) 
 
       Following the business meeting today members engaged in a garden stepping 
stone project. This project involved a lot of prep work and special materials, and 
instructions etc. A special thank you to Peg and her husband ,Tom , for getting all the 
supplies and mixing the cement. It was a huge job!  And a big thank you to the co-
hostesses and team leaders for helping guide the members to creating their own      
one-of-a-kind stepping stone for their own gardens. 
 
      There were 18 active members present and two associates. No guests. 
 
Membership report: 
        Sally Steele reports that we have 25 active members and nine associates. 
 
Programs report: 
         Mary Gay informs us that our next meeting will be on Wednesday, June 2, at 11 
AM. This meeting involves another project – Creating Pave Flower arrangements. 
Materials of fresh flowers ,containers , and vases will be provided. Everyone is expected 
to bring their own clipper. Also please respond ASAP with your RSVP so that the 
hostesses can plan ahead as to how many fresh flowers to order etc. 
         As an extra bonus Mary Gay announced that our Garden club members can now 
shop at the wholesale flower supplier, L. D. Trading , located in Northbrook, and get 
wholesale prices. Plan to go early for best selections. 
         Located at 1836 Stanley St., Northbrook, IL. 60062. 
                        M-F  6:30 - 3 pm,  Sat. 7-11 am 
                        ldtrading.com  
                        847-504-8600 
 
Treasurer’s report: 
        Current balances  of $11,071.01 in checking account and $5032.78 in the money 
market. 
       Our new civic project for the library planters needs a budgeted amount. After a brief 
discussion a motion was made by Julie Eberspacher and seconded by Gay Fosberg 
that $200 would be the budgeted amount. 
 
 
Civic report: 



       All the plantings are scheduled for all the civic Projects. Any plants or potting mix 
etc. not used should be passed on and not wasted. 
 
Sunshine report: 
       Birthday greetings to those with May birthdays.  
 
Horticulture report: 
        Marlene Elkins has researched what to do with tulips and daffodils after they have 
bloomed. After blooming cut off the blooms/seed pods but leave the foliage.  
The stems ensure adequate food reserves are built up for the next year. Cut the stems 
off when they have turned yellow in about 6 to 8 weeks. 
 
Scholarship report: 
         Jennifer Reilly reports that we have received no applications so far. Applications 
can be found online. Marlene Elkins volunteered to join the scholarship committee. 
 
Publicity report: 
          Paula Lubenow left a report for Ann Baker, as follows:  Paula has arranged for 
flyers to be included in several area plant sale orders. All the area presidents and 
district 9 included us in their plant sale notifications. We have an article online with the 
Daily Herald and the Patch. Multiple online sites and Facebook groups have allowed our 
posts or reposted the Eventbrite link to our ticket sales. If anyone on Facebook could 
repost that event posting on her own page that would also be great. Online ticket sales 
are ahead this year, 27 sold at this point. This tells us that people are supporting us and 
our annual fundraiser. 
 
Conservation report: 
       Anne Stranberg has a solution to kill weeds, especially useful to apply between 
pavers etc.  Mix 1 gallon of vinegar with 1 cup of salt and one Tbsp. dish soap. 
  Another tip, take an old sock ,soak it in lavender oil and ball it up. Use it as a hanging 
or hidden fragrance anywhere, or use it in the dryer. 
 
Old business: 
     Mary Kay reports that we have two additional houses for the garden walk to replace 
the two that we lost earlier this year. 
 
     Also our president, Ann Baker,  presented an online vegetable gardening class 
through the Cook library on April 16th. The event was very successful with 80 
participants. She was assisted by Anne Stranberg. Thank you for proudly shining a light 
on our club! 
 
 
 
 
     The meeting adjouned at 5:10 pm with a motion by Marlene Elkins and seconded by 
Gay Fosberg. 



 
 
 
 
Following this meeting members had a great time creating their own unique , special 
stepping stones. Even though there were a lot of steps involved with this project things 
ran pretty smoothly thanks to a great coordinated effort on the part of the hostesses . 
Can’t wait to see how they all turn out! 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Annie Cochran 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 


