
Town and country Garden Club minutes, Sept. 1, 2021  
 
  
      The September meeting of the Town and Country Garden club was brought to order 
at 11 AM by our president, Ann Baker. 
      This meeting was held at the lovely home of Gay Fosberg, our hostess. Co-
hostesses were Sally Steele, Lizz Verbeten, Laura Levert, and Beth Newell. 
 
      Ann started the meeting with appreciation to the hostess and co-hostesses. And a 
special thank you to the speaker, Kathi Rose, who has a lovely presentation called 
‘Tumbling into Fall’.  Kathi will show us how to create a beautiful outdoor container for 
the fall. The container she creates will be raffled off after the meeting. 
      Ann also thanked the program chairs, Mary Gay and Peg, for arranging a substitute 
speaker for Kent Taylor, who was scheduled to speak to us about climate change, but, 
unfortunately  was unable to make it.  
 
     Membership report by Sally Steele. Our current membership stands at 28 active 
members and nine associates. 
 
       Treasurers report by Rise’ Barkhoff. We have a total amount of $13,512.29 in our 
checking account, and $5032.95 in the money market. 
 
       Civic report by Carol Biegalski. All projects are looking great. Carol needs end of 
season reports  from the project chairs, and if anyone is considering the possibility of 
doing fall or winter planters please let her know. 
 
        Programs report by Mary Gay Kay. Our next meeting is October 7, Thursday, at 
Ivanhoe restaurant for installation of officers. Please note that this meeting is on a 
THURSDAY, and we need a firm number of attendees so please remember to RSVP. 
 
       Conservation report by Anne Stranberg. In an effort to reduce plastics Anne would 
like to encourage everyone to commit to changing one little thing, such as; buying eggs 
and pasta in cardboard cartons instead of plastic, use paper or reusable bags instead of 
plastic, no straws at restaurants, and/or bring your own containers for take-out or doggy 
bags, etc. Small changes can make a big difference. 
 
     Horticulture report by Marlene Elkins. Today’s topic is spring bulbs. Plant spring 
bulbs in fertile, well-drained soil, in a sunny location. Don’t worry about planting under a 
tree as usually the bulbs come up before the tree begins to leaf out. Bulbs that are 
recommended for areas where there are deer and rabbit present are: Daffodils, 
Ornamental onions, snow drops, Siberian squill, and winter aconite. 
 
        Sunshine report by Gay Fosberg. September birthdays were recognized. Another 
card was sent out for Joyce Geib. 
 



        Publicity report by Paula Lubenow. 
Ann Baker and Paula finalized the bookmark (with information about our Garden Club 
and Annual Garden walk) for MainStreet’s Historical House Walk Book. The book will be 
published this fall as a fundraiser for MainStreet in lieu of their House Walk. MainStreet 
is taking advanced orders now for the $50 coffee table book. Give them a call at 847-
680-0336 if you would like to reserve a copy. 
     Paula will continue to post pictures from club meetings & local nature events on our 
Facebook page.  The Lake County Forest Preserves has some upcoming events, 
including a repeat of the on-line Healthy Hedges and Buckthorn Eradication on-line 
programs, and a Fall Native Tree and Shrub Sale (in-person) at Ryerson Woods Forest 
Preserve on October 3rd.  The links are below. 
  
Healthy Hedges:   https://www.lcfpd.org/events/virtual-program-healthy-
hedges/20210916/    (virtual program) 
Buckthorn Removal:  https://www.lcfpd.org/calendar/virtual-program-ask-an-educator-
live-buckthorn-removal-and-healthy-hedges-20210922/?F_c=1177  (virtual program) 
Native Plant Landscaping:  https://www.lcfpd.org/events/virtual-program-native-plant-
landscaping-20210914/    (virtual program) 
 
OAKtober Native Tree & Shrub Sale on Sunday, Oct 3 at Ryerson Woods Welcome 
Center:  https://www.lcfpd.org/calendar/?F_c=1177   (in-person sale)  
 
      Paula also included a list of food pantry items in her report. 
Food Pantry Information:  Here is a list requested items by the people who go to food 
pantries. 
 

1. Everyone donates Kraft Mac and Cheese in the box. They rarely use it because it 
needs milk and butter which is hard to get from regular food banks. 

2. Boxed milk is a treasure, as kids need it for cereal which they also get a lot of. 
3. Everyone donates pasta sauce and spaghetti noodles. 
4. They cannot eat all the awesome canned veggies and soup unless you put a can 

opener in too or buy pop tops. 
5. Oil is a luxury but needed for rice a roni which they also get a lot of. 
6. Spices or salt and pepper would be a real Christmas gift. 
7. Tea bags and coffee make them feel like you care. 
8. Sugar and flour are treats. 
9. They fawn over fresh produce donated by farmers and grocery stores. 
10. Seeds are cool in spring and summer because growing can be easy for some. 
11. They rarely get fresh meat. 
12. Tuna and crackers make a good lunch. 
13. Hamburger helper goes nowhere without ground beef. 
14. They get lots of peanut butter and jelly but usually not sandwich bread. 
15. Butter or margarine is nice too. 
16. Eggs are a commodity. 
17. Cake mix and frosting makes it possible to make a child’s birthday cake. 
18. Dish washing detergent is very expensive and is always appreciated. 



19. Feminine hygiene products are a luxury and women will cry over that. 
20. Everyone loves Stove Top stuffing. 

 
  
      Old business: Update on the Garden Walk by Rise’ Barkhoff. We have five 

 homes selected for the garden walk June 2022. Emails will be sent out. 
 
        New business: the nominating committee has selected candidates for first vice 
presidents, civic affairs and secretary.  Sally Steele presented the slate from the 
nominating committee as follows: 
    First vice-presidents/program chairs: Jennifer Rielly and Annie Cochran 
 
    Civic chairperson: Anne Stranberg 
 
     Secretary: Norma Seymour 
 
   A motion was made, and the candidates were approved by members with a verbal 
vote. The slate of officers was confirmed. 
 
     Following the meeting we enjoyed the presentation on creating a fall container by 
Kathi Rose. This container was raffled off during our luncheon. The lucky recipient was 
our president, Ann Baker. 
 
     Also at this meeting paper products were collected to be given to the food pantry. 
The proceeds from the raffle were also donated to the food pantry.  That amount was 
$154. Thanks everyone! 
 
REMINDER: Next meeting is October 7, Thursday at the Ivanhoe Restaurant at 11:30. 
Luncheon and Installation of officers. Cost is $40.  Please remember to RSVP. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Annie Cochran 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 



 

 

 
 
           


