Town & Country Garden Club of
Libertyville

celebrates our 70th anniversary of
serving the greater Libertyville area
with civic plantings, scholarship
awards, local charitable donations
and our
Hidden Gems Garden Walk.

WHAT'S IN THIS MONTH'S ISSUE:
Extension Services
Tomatoes & Peppers & Produce oh my!
Upcoming events
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Around August, my enthusiasm for the
garden wanes a bit. Not this year! I and a
munching maniac deer have an ongoing
battle over my hostas, larkspur, and day lilies.
Something about their challenge to my
favorite leaf and bloom energizes me. If
you're wondering, I found Bobbex a relatively
effective deterrent (I use the concentrate
diluted in a sprayer).
The Club members are busy enjoying a
series of informative field trips. After our tour
of the Chicago Botanic Garden Japanese
Garden, we toured the demo gardens at the
Beginning in 1914, through the Cooperative
University of Illinois Extension Office (See
Extension Services, land-grant colleges and
box to right for more info). Now in August we
universities bring vital, practical information to
will see the Native Seed Nursery in Rollins
agricultural producers, small business owners,
Savannah. Dr. Pati Vitt will tell us how climate
consumers, families, and young people.
change is impacting natives - see the article
Extension offers research-based programs in
Growing Through Change in Horizons to read
nutrition, agriculture and natural resources,
about her efforts. To learn more about the
gardening, parenting, youth leadership, and
importance of native plantings
in Lake
economic and community development. The
County, click HERE
May you enjoy the warmth and sunshine of University of Illinois Extension Office for Lake
County is in Grayslake, and there Master
August in our beautiful community.
Gardeners will help you solve your gardening
issues. To access their amazing library of
Ann Baker
horticultural articles and guidance, click HERE.
President

Extension Services

Tips for August
THE HEAT IS ON

Tomatoes struggle with high nighttime
temperatures. If the temp doesn't go below 70°F,
you might see fewer blossoms and they often drop
before being pollinated, resulting in fewer fruits.
Hang in there, still have time to set a crop of this
delicious garden staple.
Peppers often drop their blooms too,
when temps hit the 90s. It can help to
keep the soil consistently moist.
Mulching your garden beds can keep the roots cool and
prevent heat stress. Water in the morning so leaves that
may get wet have plenty of time to dry before night.
Leaving tomato leaves wet overnight can breed fungus and
leaf blight. If you have to water in the evening, water at the
roots, don't sprinkle!

HAPPY
HYDRANGEAS
Hydrangeas are a favorite feature of
local landscapes. Brought in as cut
flowers, they can rapidly wilt. These
beautiful blooms can be used
effectively in a vase - Daniel Dugo of
Joseph's Florist in Libertyville taught
the club to cut them on the diagonal
and place them in warm water - and
Voilá! It works! Days of lovely flowers
and a great way to use rain-drooped
Annabelles.

Speaking of cut flowers, be sure to enjoy the summer season in and
out. Bring in the blooms! Cut the flowers at an angle, put in water
right away. Trim the stems, removing all the leaves that will be
below water line. Final cuts should be at an angle so stems don't sit
flat on the container's bottom. A quick DYI floral preservative: 2 T.
White vinegar 2 T. Sugar, 1 t. household bleach, 1 quart warm water

Upcoming Events
The Garden Clubs of Illinois presents
Let's Go to the Movies
An NGC Standard Flower show
Saturday, August 6, 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday August 7, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Chicago Botanic Garden, Burnstein Hall
Free admission to show with fee admission to Botanic Gardens

Gardeners of the
North Shore Show
August 13-14
Burnstein Hall
Saturday: 12 – 4:30 p.m.
Sunday: 10 am – 4:30 p.m.
The show includes a judged exhibit of
flowers, vegetables, herbs and houseplants.
Plants will be available for sale.

CONCERTS IN THE PLAZA: THE WAYOUTS
Tuesday, August 02 7:30 PM - 9 PM
Independence Grove
Garage rock hits from the 1960s!
Vehicle entrance fee: $10

The Lake County Audubon Society is sponsoring a Bird Walk on Waukegan Beach
Thursday, August 4, 7:00 - 9:00 a.m.
Trip Leader: Annette McClellan, Trip Coordinator: Don Wilson (224)639-3158
Shorebird migration should be at its peak in early August! It is fun as you never quite know
what will turn up on any given day. Greater and lesser yellowlegs, least, semipalmated,
spotted, solitary and pectoral sandpipers and perhaps some plovers or dowitchers are
possibilities. This site is also good for green and black-crowned night herons and Caspian
terns. Must register. Click HERE for more information and registration link.

FOR MORE VISIT:

www.towncountrygardenclub.com

